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This research aims to study 

the consequences of 

de-notification, with 

assistance of cases of gross 

violence against Bawariya

tribe and analyse the impact 

of welfare laws or policies, 

implications of de-

notification and re-

criminalisation.

Purpose



The Criminal Tribes Act, 1871(CTA hereafter) 

declared 198 tribes as ‘Born Criminals’. 

CTA provided, multiple agencies, power to 

control the movement of certain tribes (Kumar, 

2004) so that it can be easy to strictly police them 

with surveillance, search their residences, roll 

call, seize their possessions as stolen property, 

and tame their children in reformatory or 

criminal settlements to use their labour-power 

(Dixit, 2020 and Gothoskar 2017).

Concept of 
Criminal 
Tribes



They were called ‘De-notified Tribes’ (DNT hereafter), 

when CTA was repealed in 1949, and the tribes listed 

as criminals were ‘de-notified’ by the Government of 

India, with intention to remove the stigma of ‘criminal 

tribe’ (Renke, 2008). 

However, this has never happened de facto and the 

communities we re-criminalised by the replacement of 

formal de-notification with a continuation of various 

normative laws such as the Habitual Offenders Act, 

1952 (Dayal, 2019), the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972,  

the Land Acquisition Act, 1984, the Rajasthan Police 

Act, 2007.

Continuation and pathological labelling of the 

Bawariya Community, as a menace to ‘established 

social order’ (Almeida, 2017).

DNTs in 
independent India



Bawariya is the largest hunter community in Rajasthan (home 
for 65,000 out of total 2,35,000 Bawariya), India(Almeida, 
2017). 
The instrument they used to hunt wild animals named Bawar.

One of the most targeted people as DNTs by police, under the 
provisions of HOA, WPA and Land Acquisition Act (Renke, 
2008). 
The relation of police with the tribes is quite different from the 
normal minorities (Murphy and Cherney 2012). 

The situation is so harsh that the United Nations’ Anti-
discrimination body Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination recommended India, on 9 March 2007, to repeal 
the HOA and effectually naturalise the DNTs (p. 36).

Bawariya Tribe



What are the consequences of De-notification, are they really 

being re-criminalised?

What are the critical limits of post-denotification status?

How can we understand the Indian state’s continued exclusion 

and treatment of the Bawariya community?

Research 
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Any Questions?


